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So, as the perfect Canningite settled comfortably in
among his Whig colleagues, watchful Lady Cowper (who
had, perhaps, a hand in his conversion) noted him as " quite
a late convert "; and he dreamed of a time when " Whig
and Tory will soon be erased from our vocabulary." Such
moods of toleration frequently precede a change of allegiance.
That autumn he went to Ireland again, gazed proudly at his
harbour, and made a concordat with his bishop which filled
his schools with children. But soon he was back amongst
his papers, disbanding Yeomanry and fixing retired allow-
ances with a wary eye upon the country gentlemen in the
House of Commons, " inclined to think that if upon Army
Estimates the Yeomanry were to make good muster and
charge us gallantly we could scarcely make head against a
proposition in favour of some of these old adjutants." Mean-
while the ' transient and embarrassed phantom' of his
Prime Minister pursued its brief and lachrymose course,
wringing spectral hands over Cabinet dissensions and dis-
appearing from view in the first days of 1828 behind a royal
pocket-handkerchief.

A trim figure in a tight frock-coat succeeded. Greeted
at Windsor by a strange, turbaned form in a dirty silk
jacket, which called cheerfully from the depths of a royal
bed, " Arthur, the Cabinet is defunct! " the Duke was in.
His advent, watched with curiosity, was remembered by
Mr. Disraeli as " a dictatorship of patriotism." But hopes,
in 1828, were less exalted; a Tory crew with a slight leaven
of Canningites might steer a tolerable course between the
whirlpools of Reform and Catholic Emancipation. The
Duke approached his new allies, and Mr. Huskisson was
asked to Apsley House. There was a brief transaction;
the Catholic question was to be left open and Mr. Huskisson's
principles of trade maintained, together with a posthumous
respect for the principles of Mr. Canning. Sometimes
elusive in his life, these had descended to his heirs in a
rigid, almost a canonical form. The inheritance was shared
between Lord Palmerston, Lord Dudley, Mr. Huskisson,
Lady Cowper's brother, Mr. William Lamb, and a few more;